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found to my surprise only 130 men formed up. When I
was told there were no more I could hardly believe my ears.
As Inspector-General of Carabineers I had lived so much
apart from the army that I hadn't realized the wretched
state to which it had been reduced. Our labour of years in
eradicating nepotism had been undone; the commands placed
in the abject hands of hirelings; people convicted of larceny,
theft, and baser crimes readmitted to the profession; and
the ranks reduced to a scale that made regiments veritable
skeletons.

" Making an effort to conceal my dismay, I strode up to
the ranks. The troops had to be inflamed and, to tell the
truth, my words inflamed them. By the time I had finished
those troops were mine, heart and soul. Their cheers pealed
out like thunder."

There was not a moment to be lost. The Communists
had already put three armoured cars on the streets. At
any moment they might seize the Arsenal and Treasury.
Queipo de Llano ordered a captain to march out with a
hundred men and proclaim martial law. lie posted a
light gun at a street corner, with orders to fire at any
armoured car that passed. At the first shot the occupants
of one of these cars took to their heels. The other two
soon fell into the hands of the insurgents. Sixty men
were sent to seize the Arsenal, which contained 25,000
rifles and 8,000 carbines. Being Saturday afternoon, the
munition workers were absent, and the place surrendered
without a struggle. The Town Hall, telephone building,
and Government House resisted only until a battery of
artillery began to fire upon them. By nightfall Queipo
was master of Seville.

Fighting lasted another three days, but a man who
could arrest the Staff Division by sheer force of person-
ality was not likely to be baffled by the problems which
remained.

Radio Seville, two miles outside the city, had fallen
into his hands early on Saturday afternoon. When the